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Short spoilers by story.  
Story Spoiler 
 
Two Were Left Eskimo boy Noni and his dog Nimuk are stuck on an ice floe and hungry enough to 
consider killing the other. In the end, neither eats the other, they reconcile, and are 
rescued shortly afterward. 
 
The Sniper A sniper on a rooftop skillfully kills a rival sniper on the opposite rooftop, who 
turns out to be his brother. 
 
The Reticence of 
Lady Anne 
The protagonist, Egbert, tries to end a fight with his wife, Lady Anne, and leaves to 





Mrs. Sappleton’s teenage niece, Vera, lies to Frampton, their guest, telling him that 
her aunt’s husband, brothers, and spaniel had gone missing on a hunt three years 
ago. But they return, frightening Frampton, unaware that they had left only that 
morning, who flees the house. 
 
The Story of an 
Hour 
The protagonist, Mrs. Mallard, dies from a heart attack after learning that her 
husband, who she believed had recently died in a railroad disaster, is in fact alive. 
Barney Will Stanton, a scientist attempting to increase the intelligence of rat named Barney 
on an isolated island, is murdered by the rat. 
 
The Eyes Have It A blind man pretends to have sight as he converses with a girl on the train, in hopes 
of impressing her. When she leaves, he asks the next passenger about her hair 





Long spoilers by story. 
Story Spoiler 
 
Two Were Left Eskimo boy Noni and his faithful dog Nimuk are stuck on an ice floe for two days. 
Noni is extremely hungry, and realizes that to survive, he must kill and eat his 
companion. He takes out his knife, ready to strike; but Nimuk appears ready to eat 
him instead. Neither can go through with it, and they reconcile. They are rescued a 
few hours later. 
 
The Sniper In war-torn Ireland, a sniper is hidden on a rooftop, waiting to take out anyone 
working for the enemy. He is shot in the arm by the opposing army’s sniper hidden 
on a rooftop across the street. Using some clever tricks, the sniper kills his 
opponent. When the enemy’s body falls into the street, the sniper recognizes him as 
his brother. 
 
The Reticence of 
Lady Anne 
Egbert and his wife, Lady Anne, had an unfinished fight and he warily approaches 
her in an attempt to move past it, ultimately expecting her to voice her feelings 
after a period of muteness, as always. However, she is unmoved and he leaves to 




Mrs. Sappleton’s teenage niece, Vera, learns that Frampton, their guest, knows 
nothing of her aunt and lies to him, telling him that her aunt had left open the 
window that he sees for years in anticipation of the return of her husband, brothers, 
and spaniel, who had gone missing on a hunt three years ago. The husband, 
brothers, and spaniel return and, frightened, Frampton flees the house, never 
learning that they had left only that morning. 
 
The Story of an 
Hour 
Mrs. Mallard, the protagonist, who suffers from heart problems, is informed that 
her husband has died in a railroad accident. Moved to tears and deeply saddened, 
she locks herself away in her room. While in the room, she reluctantly begins to 
feel joy at finally being able to live life for her own benefit. She leaves the room at 
her sister’s prodding and dies of a heart attack when her very much alive husband 
enters the house. 
 
Barney Will Stanton, a scientist attempting to increase the intelligence of a rat named 
Barney on an isolated island, keeps a record of his experiences with the rat. The 
record discusses his experience with his ex-colleague, his experiences with Barney, 
Barney’s victories against him, and, ultimately, a poorly written suicide note, 
leading to the inference that Barney has murdered him. 
 
The Eyes Have It A blind man is sitting a train compartment, when he is joined by a girl with whom 
he makes small talk about the weather and their destinations, without letting her 
know that he is blind, attempting to both impress her and create a mental picture. 
When the girl leaves, he asks the next passenger about her hair length, whereupon 





Thematic spoilers by story. 
Story Spoiler 
Two Were Left In moments of desperation, individuals contemplate acts they would otherwise consider appalling. 
However, refusing to go through with a despicable deed sometimes leads to positive outcomes. Such is 
the case of Eskimo boy Noni, who, hungry and stuck on an ice floe for two days, fashions a knife to kill 
his faithful dog Nimuk in order to survive. He calls the dog, who seems aware of his intentions, but, 
unable to complete the act, throws the knife away. Nimuk then circles the now defenseless Noni, but, 
despite Noni’s fear, he licks the boy’s face and the two reconcile. Shortly after, a pilot sees the gleam of 
the discarded knife and rescues the pair. 
 
The Sniper Wars, particularly civil wars, have the ghastly effect of leaving devastation in their wake: taking lives 
and tearing families apart. Such is the case in a war-torn Ireland, where a sniper is hiding on a rooftop, 
waiting to take out anyone working for the other enemy. After being shot in the arm by the opposing 
army’s sniper, who is hiding on the opposite rooftop, he skillfully kills his opponent, who turns out to 
be his brother. 
 
The Reticence of 
Lady Anne 
People have a tendency of falling into routines and failing to see that which is in front of them. Such is 
the case of Egbert, who warily approaches his wife in an attempt to resolve an unfinished quarrel that 
had occurred over luncheon. He attempts light conversation, before moving to muteness – four minutes 
of which usually drove his wife to volubly express her feelings. However, in this instance, Lady Anne 
is unmoved and he leaves to get dressed for dinner, hoping that the matter will resolved with time, not 
realizing that his wife had been dead for two hours. 
 
The Open Window Children are armed with mischievousness and an active imagination. Vera, Mrs. Sappleton’s niece, is 
such a teenager, who, upon realizing their guest, Mr. Frampton, is unfamiliar with her aunt, tells him a 
false tale of her aunt leaving the window that he sees open for years in anticipation of the return of her 
husband, brother, and spaniel, who had gone missing on a hunt three years ago. The husband, brothers, 
and spaniel return and, frightened, Frampton flees the house, never learning that they had left only that 
morning. 
 
The Story of an 
Hour 
In relationships, for good or for bad, it is often the case that people try to influence the decisions of 
their partners and, thus, often, individuals cannot be truly free unless outside of the confines of a 
relationship. This is a realization that Mrs. Mallard, the protagonist, who suffers from heart problems, 
reluctantly reaches after she is informed that her husband has died in a railroad disaster. Although Mrs. 
Mallard cries and locks herself in her room, she soon has the joyous idea, which initially plagues her 
with guilt, that she will now be truly free and she is excited to live such a life. She leaves the room at 
her sister’s prodding and dies of a heart attack when her very much alive husband enters the house. 
 
Barney Although scientific knowledge and advancement is essential to progress, people need to be wary of its 
potential hazards. Will Stanton, a scientist attempting to increase the intelligence of a rat named Barney 
on an isolated island, is revealed by his records as an individual who hasn’t considered these hazards. 
The record discusses his experience with his ex-colleague, his experiences with Barney, Barney’s 
victories against him, and, ultimately, a poorly written suicide note, leading to the inference that Barney 
has murdered him. 
 
The Eyes Have It People have the tendency to put on certain personas and masks to achieve desired ends ranging from 
acquiring jobs to impressing individuals. The latter is the case of the protagonist, a blind man sitting 
alone in a train compartment, who decides that he will make small talk about the weather and their 
destinations with a girl who joins him in his compartment, without revealing that he is blind. When the 
girl leaves, he asks the next passenger about her hair length in order to complete his mental picture, 
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Appendix G 
Transportability Scale (Dal Cin, Zanna, & Fong, 2004) 
1. I can easily envision the events in the story. 
2. I find I can easily lose myself in the story. 
3. I find it difficult to tune out activity around me.* 
4. I can easily envision myself in the events described in the story. 
5. I get mentally involved in the story. 
6. I can easily put stories out of my mind after I’ve finished reading them.* 
7. I sometimes feel as if I am part of the story. 
8. I am often impatient to find out how the story ends. 
9. I find that I can easily take the perspective of the character(s) in the story. 
10. I am often emotionally affected by what I’ve read. 
11. I have vivid images of the characters. 
12. I find myself accepting events that I might have otherwise considered unrealistic. 
13. I find myself thinking what the characters may be thinking.  
14. I find myself thinking of other ways the story could have ended.  
15. My mind often wanders.* 
16. I find myself feeling what the characters may feel. 
17. I find that events in the story are relevant to my everyday life. 
18. I often find that reading stories has an impact on the way I see things. 
19. I easily identify with characters in the story.  
20. I have vivid images of the events in the story.  
* Denotes items that were reverse‐scored.  
 
 
